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EXTRAVAGANT

e experience of being thankful for a we
e had to lift, carry, tote or otherwise move. Yep, handles are a great convenience o}
Ih life saver! They are literally all around us. Concepts and theories can have

[} that i$, metaphors and illustrations that help us understand complex thoughts and

Even when it c¢ omedswel they come in liaady!tThey caolelp nsd | e
grasp a concept about the world of the Spirit, t
faith. Scripture suggests, for instance, that the majesty wonder and beauty of Creation is a
ohandledé to grasp the beauty, goodness and majes
work of the Incarnation ( at oJdJesassadsumingoupflashly, garthyas 0

human exi stence was a means by which we c-cewlatbn gr
Our good works for God resemble one of these oOha

contact as | John 3:18 affirms: oLittle children, I
actioo,06 how are our actions important oOhandl esbo
Christians are a oOoOhandled6 for us to understand t
l evel. As we express our faith beyond word and

not mere words as we might know them. ditiHivigérsl wor
active and at work among us. Like concentric ripples radiating from a stone dropped in the

pond, Godds word moves and shakes and dramati cal
l i ve. Secondly, our good works are a oOhandi ebo
Redeeming -Sustaining God is really concerned about our daily, practical earthly experience.

God does not deny the reality of our senses in order to introduce us to the higher reality of the

spiritual world. The God of the Bible affirms our earthly experiences are gifts for which to be

thankful and tools to be used wisely for Godds o
opposed to our material, earthly lot odbut One who affirms al/l of Cr e
was goodo! Thirdly, our good works are a oOha

0 a point of convergence. When we cooperate in a Spirit of unity which transcends our
differences, our good works are an opportunity to be the One Body of Christ in the world by
which others may know we are His disciples. Lastly, our good works as Christians are a
ohandledé for the world to witness a tangible exp
things we do have an impact upon the lives of those whose eyes, ears and hearts are struggling
to open to the world of Godds | ove and grace. 0]
faith is opened.
Is there any question that the great legacy of the Christian faith has made an
incalculable difference in concrete, practical and objective ways to advance our human
condition? Is it any wonder that First UMC of New Iberia has inherited a long and honorable
tradition of practical ministry in our community? Even these assessments do not account for
the spiritual gains which remain immeasurable to us.
So then, to what great work in the world shall we apply ourselves as disciples of
Jesus Christ? How wi | | First UMC continue God?o
offer those of our day -in this time and place, that they too might come to know and love and sing
the praises of our God?
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