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All of us have had the experience of being thankful for a well -placed handle on 

something we had to lift, carry, tote or otherwise move.   Yep, handles are a great convenience ð

sometimes a life saver!   They are literally all around us.   Concepts and theories can have 

òhandlesó ðthat is, metaphors and illustrations that help us understand complex thoughts and 

ideas.  Even when it comes to our faith, òhandlesó ðwell, they come in handy!  They can help us 

grasp a concept about the world of the Spirit, the ways of Godõs Kingdom or the dynamics of 

faith.   Scripture suggests, for instance, that the majesty wonder and beauty of Creation is a 

òhandleó to grasp the beauty, goodness and majesty of the Creator.    We might even say that the 

work of the Incarnation (at least in part) was òa handleó ðJesus assuming our fleshly, earthly, 

human existence was a means by which we could grasp and understand Godõs self-revelation.  

Our good works for God resemble one of these òhandlesó as well, providing an important point of 

contact as I John 3:18 affirms:  òLittle children, let us love not in word or speech, but in truth and 

action.ó   So, how are our actions important òhandlesó to our faith?  First, our good works as 

Christians are a òhandleó for us to understand the continuing work of God in our lives at every 

level.  As we express our faith beyond word and speech, we remember that Godõs promises are 

not mere words as we might know them.  Godõs word redefines the concept ðit is living and 

active and at work among us.   Like concentric ripples radiating from a stone dropped in the 

pond, Godõs word moves and shakes and dramatically impacts the concrete world in which we 

live.   Secondly, our good works are a òhandleó for us to grasp the truth that this Creating-

Redeeming -Sustaining God is really concerned about our daily, practical earthly experience.   

God does not deny the reality of our senses in order to introduce us to the higher reality of the 

spiritual world.  The God of the Bible affirms our earthly experiences are gifts for which to be 

thankful and tools to be used wisely for Godõs own glory.    This is not a God who is isolated and 

opposed to our material, earthly lot ðbut One who affirms all of Creation with a bold  òé.and it 

was goodó!     Thirdly, our good works are a òhandleó for all of Godõs people to lay hold of together 

ða point of convergence.    When we cooperate in a Spirit of unity which transcends our 

differences, our good works are an opportunity to be the One Body of Christ in the world by 

which others may know we are His disciples.  Lastly, our good works as Christians are a 

òhandleó for the world to witness a tangible expression of Godõs love in the here and now!  The 

things we do have an impact upon the lives of those whose eyes, ears and hearts are struggling 

to open to the world of Godõs love and grace.  Our actions can be a òhandleó by which the door of 

faith is opened.   

Is there any question that the great legacy of the Christian faith has made an 

incalculable difference in concrete, practical and objective ways to advance our human 

condition?    Is it any wonder that First UMC of New Iberia has inherited a long and honorable 

tradition of practical ministry in our community?   Even these assessments do not account for 

the spiritual gains which remain immeasurable to us.  

So then, to what great work in the world shall we apply ourselves as disciples of 

Jesus Christ?   How will First UMC continue Godõs work in New Iberia?   What òhandlesó will we 

offer those of our day -in this time and place, that they too might come to know and love and sing 

the praises of our God?       

Like concentric ripples radiating from a stone dropped in the pond, Godõs word moves and 
shakes and dramatically impacts the concrete world in which we live.  
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