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Possibilities during the Lenten Season:

Sunday mornings in Worship (8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.) A sermon series on 

"What the Cross Tells Us"

Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. JAM  - "T he Great Banquetó

Wednesday and Sunday evening classes at 6:00 p.m. following the 5:30 p.m. meal 



Do you have one of  those people in your life who always seems to be on top of  

things.  Theyõre not just organized or ahead of the curve, but they seem to have 

every contingency covered AND they have your back ðtheyõre looking out for 

you!  If youõve ever had a family member, friend or employee who fits that 

description than you can readily relate to a description of  an even more 

fantastic reality beyond our wildest imagination.   In fact, this oneõs free of the 

dark underbelly of  selfish pride, ambition and competition that sullies even the 

best interchanges on the human plane.  The Scriptures tell us that òGod, who is 
rich in mercy, out of  the great love with which he loved us, even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ ðfor by grace 
you have been saved ðand raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesuséó(Ephesians 2:4 -6).    This tour -de-force of  

spiritual truths reminds us of  several realities.   Essentially, God always moves 

first!  The God of  the Scriptures has always moved to help us first, consistently 

coming to our aid even before we recognized things were amiss (if  we ever 

could at all!)   Secondly, God has covered every contingency, even the most 

tangled complexities of  our trespasses and sin -ridden humanity.  Lastly, God 

has acted superlatively in Jesus Christ.  He has taken care of  the matter finally, 

definitively, once and for all.    As we think about Lenten themes of Christõs 

Passion, suffering, sin and, of  course, forgiveness, these realities offer a depth 

and richness to our worship and our walk of  faith.  They reveal the essence of  

Godõs character ðHis loving Kindness (check out the Psalms!) ðso that we 

might better know and understand who this God is.   They assure us of Godõs 

initiating nature, always welcoming us first, despite our sins, that we might trust 

Godõs faithfulness to continue forgiving us.  {The vulnerability of God choosing 

to forgive us beforehand ðmaking us alive in Christ WHILE we were dead in our 

trespasses ðis not lost on God!  He chooses to do so anyway!  If  we smugly 

take this for granted and consider it a license for willful disobedience, weõve 

missed the point and not really allowed Godõs Spirit to manifest this truth in our 

hearts.  Amazingly, none of  this changes the incredible reality of  it all ðGod still 

chooses to initiate with forgiveness!}  These realities also remind us to actively 

praise and worship God for His extravagant generosity with the saints down 

through the ages!  As you consider and experience the wonder of Godõs 

forgiveness this Lenten season may your heart and life and worship be filled 

with a passionate sense of  gratitude and awe!!                      
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Congratulations!
Payton Audrey Cooper

Baptized on February 8th

Our deepest 
Christian Sympathies 
go to the family of Jerry Huck

upon his death February 7th

and 

To the family of Alwin Morgan

upon his death February 21st

and

To the family of Aubrey Ratcliff

upon his death February 23rd

May God Bless you and keep you. Amen


