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’j,, Worship Opportunities

Sunday, January 3 i Covenant Renewal & Communion
Sunday, January 10 Baptismal Reaffirmation Service
Sunday, January 17 Morning Worship
Sunday, January 24 Morning Worship
Sunday, January 31 f Celebration Sunday (8:30 & 11 a.m.)

Noon d Celebration Luncheon 1 Fellowship Hall




Two starkly simple words.

) Two profoundly powerful words.

‘_ Two words which set off a chain reaction of thoughts, not only about

H each independent meaning, but the interplay and interdependence of
the two. This is precisely the exchange into which we are invited d and chal-
lenged! The Scriptures, the best of the Christian tradition, our essential spiritual
quest 9 all bring us in recur-

ring fashion to this dichot-

omy, this creative tension,

this crossroads of the spiri-

tual journey. It seems

counter intuitive to our deep-

est humanity and yet wholly

Oholyd in our most genuine spitri -

tuality. There, of course, is the
challenge of faith. Awakened by
the life of Jesus, we are to press
on to a life tuned to giving

rather than hording, trusting

vs. controlling, adventuring not
fearing.

This is the most basic reason

for our stewardship focus each
January. Rendering secondary
all of the obvious practical ra-
tionales, what truly fuels this
intentional focus is a steadfast
commitment to spiritual growth

i n Godds grace. One of the most
productive means of growing

spiritually is to foster a generos-

ity of the heart, opening us to

the vital work of God
our lives. Is there anything

more essential to what it then

means to Othridoweo than this
be increasingly aware of the

Spiritds work pervading our

lives?
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